Make Sure Your Children Know You Care
Thls Holiday Season

Anyonewho has
ever purchased
aChristmas gift
or hosted a big
holiday meal
knows the value
ofadollar at this
time of year.
Many single
parents know
thisdilemmaall
too well, especially if they depend on
regular child support payments to make
ends meet each month.

Child support enables parents to
putaroof over their children's heads,
clothes on their backs, and food on
the table. During the holidays, these
challenges are compounded as parents
also try to put gifts under the tree or
gas in their car for a long trip to
grandma's house. That'swhy I amgiving
parents this special reminder to pay
their child support.

Tothose parents who regularly pay
their child supportin full and on time,
I extend my heartfelt thanks. Your
faithfulness will reap great rewards as
you help your children remember the
holidays as a time of provision rather
than hardship.

I know that sometimes circumstances
arise, such as losing a job, that make
it difficult to meet one's child support
obligation. For parents who are ina
situation like this, | encourage you to
contact my office so we can work
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together to determine acourse of action.
As an additional service, my office
partners with the Texas Workforce
Commission and workforce development
boards across the state to help
low-income parents find good-paying
jobs so they can meet their child support
obligations.

Ultimately, what children need most
is to know their parents care about them.
For unmarried parents, this begins with
establishing paternity. When paternity
is established, a child has a legal
connection to his or her father that
protects the child's access to awhole
range of benefits fathers can provide,
starting with having dad's name on
the birth certificate. Through the Paternity
Opportunity Program, my office trains
and certifies employees of hospitals
and birthing centers to assist parents
with the process of acknowledging
paternity just after their child's birth.
We can also facilitate DNA tests to
scientifically and legally establish
fatherhood.

As children grow up, my office also
encourages their parents to stay involved
in their lives beyond paying child support.
For example, we are part of the Tarrant
County Fatherhood Coalition, a
collaboration of more than 20 agencies
and organizations seeking to strengthen
the role of fathers and families in the
lives of their children. We also help
parents who are having trouble getting
the access to their children that they

Information on this and other topics is available on the
Attorney General's Web site at www.oag.state.tx.us.

desire. My office just administered nearly
$500,000 in federal grants to 23 groups
across Texas who facilitate parents'
access to and visitation with their
children.

Kids will remember forever what
happens during this holiday season.
Please, help make those memories good
ones by being there for them and paying
your child support.

POINTS TO REMEMBER

CHILD SUPPORT & THE HOLIDAYS

Parents Should Make a Special Effort to Pay
Their Child Support During the Holidays:

< Because family expenses usually increase

during the holidays;

< To show their children they are loved; and
= Because it is their legal duty to do so.

The Attorney General:

= Helps establish a child's paternity;
= Establishes and enforces child support

orders;

<« Reviews and adjusts child support pay-

ments;

< Collects and distributes child support

payments.

< Partners with other agencies to help
parents find jobs to meet their child

support obligations;

<= Works with groups that facilitate parental

access and visitation; and

= Encourages parental involvement in their

children's lives.

Apply for Child Support Services by:

< Visiting Child Support Interactive on the
main Attorney General Web site:

www.oag.state.tx.us

< Calling the 24-hour voice response system
at (800) 252- 8014




